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Dear Clergy, the Members of the Working Committee, Managing
Committee, Diocesan Council, the Managing Committees of all the
parishes in the Diocese, Faithful of the Diocese and all Friends and
Well Wishers of The Gateway,

Warm greetings and blessings in the name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

We were greatly privileged to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, a
sacred occasion where we reflected on the renewal and indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. This renewal is not merely a liturgical moment but a
divine agenda—uvital for the future of the Church and the personal
spiritual journey of each believer. I extend heartfelt gratitude for your
earnest preparations and active participation in the liturgical services,
particularly the Pentecost celebration. Let us continue to pray that the
same strength and spiritual vitality remain with us, enabling us to soar
higher with renewed strength, casting off all weakness and bearing
new spiritual fruits through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Pilgrimage of Grace

We were also blessed to undertake a spiritually enriching
pilgrimage—a sacred journey joined by 5 Metropolitans, 2 priests, and
37 dedicated laypersons, both men and women. This pilgrimage led us
to numerous holy sites, including veneration of relics and, most notably,
the sacred skull of our Patron Saint Thomas. We visited monasteries,
engaged in spiritual fellowship, participated in the candlelight
procession at Lourdes, joined the liturgical hours with the Taizé
Community, and venerated relics at many revered places.

A highlight of this journey was the audience we had with His
Holiness the Pope, and our veneration of the relics of the Holy Cross—
the very wood, nails, and thorns associated with the crucifixion of our
Lord. Though the journey was physically demanding, involving climbs
to historic locations like the Acropolis in Athens and the hills of Patmos
Island, by the grace of God, all—including those in their 80s—
completed it faithfully, despite physical challenges. Truly, it was a
pilgrimage of blessing and transformation.

Apostles’ Fast and Spiritual Renewal

As we now walk through the days of the Apostles’ Fast, preparing
for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul (June 29) and the collective
celebration of all Apostles on June 30, let us draw closer to the Lord
in the company of His chosen Apostles—faithful witnesses who stood
firm in their calling. Having visited the sacred sites of several Apostles
including St. Paul, St. Peter, St. Thomas, and St. John, we are reminded
of their life of sacrifice, commitment, and evangelism.

Let these memories not fade but inspire us to seek their intercessions
as fortresses of faith in our own spiritual journeys. May their lives
serve as beacons of courage and direction as we walk toward the
Golden Jubilee of our Diocese, a once in a lifetime celebration.
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Addressing Our Time: The Call of the Church

We live in a world where value systems are rapidly deteriorating;
Even in our beloved nation of Bharat Mata, and especially in Kerala—
often called God’s Own Country—we witness a moral decline.
Tragically, many of our youth, once our pride and promise, are now
falling into the snares of substance abuse and spiritual confusion.

The Church, under the leadership of His Holiness the Catholicos,
has taken this issue seriously. Through his words and actions, His
Holiness has issued a clarion call for renewed responsibility (Druxit)—
urging all of us to awaken, act, and address these societal challenges.
We must empower and equip our youth to resist these destructive
forces and to turn instead toward the nourishing message of the Gospel,

the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, and the sacramental life of the
Church.

A Future with Hope

A powerful youth movement is emerging, and I am glad to share
that a remarkable, full-day initiative was recently conducted in Kerala,
laying a strong foundation for this awakening, I urge all who read this
message to join hands in shaping a generation that is healthy—
physically, mentally, and spiritually. Let us inspire our youth to pursue
what is noble and edifying. In doing so, they will not only build a better
Church and society but will also become agents of hope for others,
drawing even those of other faiths into a life filled with purpose and
eternal promise.

Our initiatives must be implemented earnestly at the Diocesan level,
especially among youth and students. They must be nurtured, mentored,
and empowered—so that not even one soul is lost, and that each life
becomes a testimony of discipline, positivity, and divine purpose, in
both their academic journey and faith practice.

Let us thank God for the visionary leadership of His Holiness and
the Department of Human Empowerment. May every member of our
Church take ownership of this divine responsibility and move forward
with conviction—so that God's glory may be revealed, His love
received, and His purpose for creation fulfilled through our commitment
and holy action.

May the Holy Spirit empower each and every one of us, guide our
steps, strengthen our resolve, and fill our lives with divine harmony,
and thereby transform us to become instruments of God’s peace, truth,
and love.

May God bless you all abundantly.
Your Shepherd in Christ,

Geevarghese Mar Coorilos

Metropolitan, Diocese of Bombay
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Wings of Repentance,
Roots of Renewal

As we journey through the sacred season of the Apostles’ Lent, the
Church calls each of us to rekindle the flames ignited on the day of
Pentecost. The Feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended
upon the Apostles, is not just a historical event—it is the living
heartbeat of the Church. It marks the birth of the missionary Church,
and what followed was not rest, but a courageous, Spirit-filled mission
that changed the world forever.

The Apostles’ Fast, which begins after Pentecost, is a spiritual
continuation of this divine commissioning, It is a time when we, like
the Apostles, are invited to deepen our commitment, purify our
intentions, and prepare ourselves for missionary living in a wounded
world. As St. Irenaeus reminds us, “The glory of God is man fully
alive, and the life of man is the vision of God.” To become truly alive
in Christ, we must allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify us anew during
this holy season. In the spirit of this missionary call, we also look
forward to July 3rd, the Dukhrono (commemoration) of St. Thomas
the Apostle, the great missionary to India. His bold proclamation—
“Let us also go, that we may die with Him” (John 11:16)—continues
to echo in the Indian Church. His martyrdom in Mylapore reminds us
that the Gospel reached our shores not by chance, but through blood,
courage, and faith. The Apostolic legacy he left us is not merely heritage,
but a living mandate—to evangelize, to witness, and to transform our
culture with the Gospel of Christ.

At the same time, our hearts remain heavy with grief due to the
recent plane crash in Ahmedabad, which tragically ended many lives.
As we extend our prayers and condolences to the bereaved families,
we also raise a profound prayer for spiritual healing—for the world,
for our nation, and for our communities. In such moments, faith must
be our anchor. As St. Cyprian of Carthage once wrote, “The shipwreck
of life is not the end for those who have set sail in faith.” Let us carry
the balm of Christ’s compassion to those in pain.

This Apostolic Lent also invites us to a season of spiritual
rejuvenation. In a time where busyness often overshadows stillness,
and noise drowns the whisper of the Spirit, we must return to the
wells of prayer, Scripture, Eucharist, and fellowship. The Early Church
Fathers believed that true spiritual health could only be recovered
through repentance, silence, and sacrificial living, As St. Isaac the Syrian
taught, “Make peace with yourself, and heaven and earth will make
peace with you.”

Our mission today also includes the healing of creation. With the
observance of World Environment Day on June 5th, the Christian
conscience is once again reminded of our sacred call to be stewards
of God’s creation. Environmental degradation is not just a scientific
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concern but a spiritual failure—a sign of forgetting that the earth is
the Lord’s and everything in it (Psalm 24:1). We must reawaken the
ecological conscience of our faith. Every act of environmental care is
a liturgy in itself.

Let us walk through this Apostles’ Lent with hearts burning like
those on the road to Emmaus, hands ready like those of St. Thomas,
and spirits soaring like the Apostles at Pentecost. May the Holy Spirit
equip us to mourn with the suffering, heal the wounded, renew the
earth, and boldly proclaim the Risen Christ in every corner of our
lives.

As I also bring this blessed chapter of serving as Chief Editor to a
close, I do so with a heart full of gratitude and reverence. It has been
a sacred privilege to journey alongside you in this ministry of the written
word—a ministry rooted in truth, faith, and communion. I am
profoundly thankful to H.G. Coorilos Thirumeni, H.G. Theophilos
Thirumeni, and our entire clergy fraternity, whose trust and
encouragement became the pillars of strength during this journey. My
deep appreciation also goes to our Publisher Rev. Fr. Alexy, the editorial
team, and above all, our dear readers. Your thoughtful responses,
enduring loyalty, and spiritual companionship gave this publication its
soul. Now, as I hand over this sacred responsibility to Rev. Fr. Rony
John, I do so with joy and hopeful anticipation. I am confident that
under his stewardship, the magazine will continue to be a voice of
inspiration, reflection, and renewal.

May God’s boundless grace continue to lead us all—from one
chapter to the next, from strength to strength—in faithful service to
His Kingdom.

In Christ’s love and mission,

Fr. K. P. Varghese
Chief Editor

T
g

MIadoHH0M HaVad cadlad ManyM@ BFIGCMCAIHAV ol (weilad
ool NIUBPIAT M3 @)01CeAV HAMICAPLITEMI Miadan0omlsel
MWaANYM @RoMIIAVAA alleMId adh. cRADMIlam aAVBAWl2)). 3230
GAWIH A AVEIWAIW @RAMIDAVAOIM ag)Eld @PYUoAVM:SB)o GMAIM).

Page|4



@RG3ININNTIAN MIQ W)LINGIA:
BHOYIMNWINS @RGCAJINVCMILIN

ameﬂc;gdocrﬁ OmIDM

(c230®1aV @R (UoMo, EIZAVNIM)

MEMES HBOMOAIHM al)NO}ONOMOTIM) EWdato Ail. @laOM@OAd HBOmO
alload MIBEZUo(ald»000 GRIGOM oM ailallw ciweasgled avyalleuau
(a1G2LI0aHEMOTIMOIW] Ealdd)aM). @RAIG af)@MIE2]AaN MuOeIEBSloLIejo0
2l av)ailcwato GROIWHNHV)o @Y TV}ANEUHOBIGE ailvdiaslay
260 GaldO @P®®) MOeIE3S1E3 TVE MUN0allee) Vo §alD ™).
(BHIN®I qeSlealds @REME: QNluIdMSldhud &SN QAIM) af)an) BN
BOEMIWIB001H5U3 (ST MVEOH® allWlalee)a0m @RYOoElay). @m)elo
@R E1amM)QIMEIGS (SN MEVIG WO0080 ABMAVIGHU]GHE QEMBOW
M) af&leNo VB QAUSHO VVBMRIW] al)GOONAIEN W0 6210 MO0
cem0)aM). MADJVI@3 ag. W] 52-@3 (SINT@A®o RMMo OEB066NEH;1LN0
) 2J0TISOM)0 (212101860 SISIEPDI0)IN). OEDMVOSHIHHUB ILIHD Ealo®
@06 @RMIIM) HH00EMo )M 2fleId alOWIAM). ag)aNO@3 20-00 MQOENEIG3
22180 VRV B0) OHMAVIGU] DEMBIWIOIAN). of)aANIC3 BRGEGZAODIO
@RABBP)0 @ROIEIM IS0 af)MBI@IEM AUDIV@Qlo. @R TV2EMIVWal)0)
UM 2RI TVEWIPL!I @GBS MIJaOIEHOS HA(MICOLITOMIWOWI0)IN
@P@3A00TMNS 203 @)elewom’ @0)eamlWOV10)IM). ALIB:EIVBWYOS GRBY
NINAOYEHOB HAMICA|ILIOMOWOT] 1889 D)@ 1923 QOO GWOAIWIENo,
(nlamaooleno, aileensmlenoniess @uatlsmo aldlwoala] @P@3a0TMS
208 ®)ellcIa’ MMMeOO® 2eIE0 TVEWVIGE GRI® aldlallmmepwloyan).
af)MMO@3 BHUWaBlMaRo ®IoenIRIeia)EoVRIal®mo MVl @D al@luo)
AOM 2ELITLNOWIG @RV (aldaile®)an ANlvIMlB:08 @MAIWIWOoE.
DD oll®oal B0) GUOAHO @REDL VNI, BAGMOIW Daddal)EOa0IM, &0}
MW)OS megﬂo«ﬁ’@@omoﬁ, DMMOMOW Q35081 (aIQIGEM B, @R(NU)
MIMOW ALIOBODY AVAOECTVMOM], WICEIWITMH MOV  al(@ UGG S,
aell® qomaoy aldlatie:3omoaql, WNIdmN alauimol aelsorvewlsel
@RBY OSOIVIGHI MseEBle ailalw ETMIVIT3 @RCIVeq|s;aM).

GOV ALOTOAIVY @IERBHIENBS HAIBEM af)aD (NIACTIGE B0)
21D Heomoelles &)S)omIomITd RO MIdaIgIqRo @RI TTV]
OPW)o DAIWOMI af)d>TMValQIHAVO GRIDOMOTVOWASW)o DHMOW] 1836
aRBlafl@d 29-0) @PEAGOEMIEWI (ADIMIVINTEH0 GTLallwd GRGINIETIY 6)2R0
@MW @RG3AEINIAT E6NS TVEANIBOMON)o PENE MVEANIBGIA0)0 MBI
o)), B0} TVEa0I30M OAGH:MOVIE)M). 0D all®oal RMlaydlead
af)500 GlaIMio BAUIMOMIMS)TMBS MSAUBAISSIWOW Ga00SIE(EOT) G3AI0
I0OMIG3 6ala] ail. 20620310V V@), ER@IAETM MLIAITLIW)OS
O®ISS;OM)88 aI8S1ald: §6(aln0] MdSIad WM ee(alad] ail3yosyoavo
a)3Om 1 @la)). @S HAVSHAFA] Al 0ELIVAN0, GHIBE all3 oEYIVAl0
a) 301 @l o DM EWdaHo 1853 -G3CUNIAIVIT VITOAIY @ILI) B L)8s
06au0@ HMVAIMIGIVIG3 @aI@IM). 1859-©3 @O 23-00 AW 13 @GO
1S 0Gau0d eaLalMmoTlVleal GHO$M 2MMMILIVIG3 a )OO DD
MV2Wo HEOMILIBH0 TVRWIGE 2ilel @RYBLANO TVoALIBAUEBBUE MSHRN)N)
M2010)aMN). M@aNLINOW] CNIAUWVIT BIHOBHILICONEE CAGI|SHNIA
0210010)M). @REGIADEIIVIN alo HHHISIHNIM HA@IM LT @RAI
MO ¢IUVIB8 RIall®mo ®}SBIMOGE MY MELIYLISH 0 af)aN) MVOU]
09)02M 80} 20a{leld®OVWEa|oUd 1859-T3 @REGa0o (snilgladi AN V)eS
alSlemmOEo @0 (aleBUEMIONd MUI00ESH(BROWIE)IM  EeNIdoHENIVIGRISE)
Galowl.

@P@3AI0TMNS  GeNI0HNIVITE af)@m] @RWldHho MIDAVILHIOD CHICSB
Zewo 6l HRAVY)S af)aID TLNAIMODITE @RELYOAISMOW] cRoelwlcd
(aIGQIWlaf). DD V)08 1856-03 AaLNOAIGE enilata] @MAV@OMSIWMY
20085620608 @RYUIAAVEEOMINS HRAVY)S 2laMGlN0d @)SEBElY 60)
MUNOAIMA0EM. @PE3AIOTI D ALNJAIMOMIG @RED I IEMIVGIHM
(oIWOM H006Mo ®OM afllo®0LIE1LINUNIV §eAIR]E: aldall en_ﬂcm%j
20035)20m1@3 MM ©6AEld: aldal qVI1e:C1e90 ag)im) BHOY] af)ssleno
1862 @QWE[0CYHN)0 NiloHa] a00BZ)@OM) ald0o enilata] AIOBZA ag)QYlad

Tlie Discesan
(Gateway January-June 2025

GENINOAEMNI 0}al®WOS cNilata 0. @RGIANOINS @l miladaflom aual
aila)). oeadls: ail3io8 oMo H¥lem) MIGHNAN @P@3AIOTTSlOMm @RG3
a0@OIM) DaIS00W]. MEl PVERRAVILIMOBS B0} HOAIGBHMINHIM)BS
&Flailom @REGa00 @RMIAIOTINIGE &6eN_). @PEBHM 1862 MAloNIG@ MOAVo
11-00 ®1@®] enilata] Q10858 AWM G@REMRIEMICWO (aNIMWBAVINVEHO
crualy@ @P@3AEIMNlOMm HEOMIRINHHI queWleal &80) §eAIBleMmIBs.
®)SBM @R6MI) AUBHEHILI0 GREIAUOTID @R GaNI00eNIVIES (alIGm]
2)). ©9013lsalyecRIsn) AIEoM)o @GS  21ailen)aIdmM)o GeNIdomENI
=RNallmo TVa00Wla)). GNIdoaNIVInel Rlalldo EPGIAEIM GRajOMm B0)
mel alys@IWIse] ®I1BO). af)MIG ®OHM HAEAEA GNOAUIWIEM af)aM)
@161 J0160m10)aN DD WAIHAIGHME GHMY RMATVLOLIGOMHE 1867-03 @@
6.2]O0].

@RI @R &Heomoeilend mueElsel 80) §9AGlHM @RWIG]
SNIGMINWE MO B0) TV AUdIIMVIEMIcHBME BRHYWIDYAM). GEIOHOIO))
allalw AVEH:W 9eMaEslaN0 GAIBa)Mdal0MIW)o @REAJOTVEMOLle:a0W)0
98B VB aBO@AN) HOBOMAIIM al@lWono @SB3l alludIdMValE20W]
SEOomoLlend MRV aflel 30046888168 allcwozla] DMy,
Galoafload @p(alodElmIo, HMIH20TWIFIOMBD)012])88 GRAGLIOCRA
aileo1oavo ag)MIAUBIGE ag)@31Ba|}eN2oW0}aN). HH)S0O® @R HOLICLISODvIeLI

Page|5



B (IAUM®O® @RAIEIANE9)BH®)0 AladUlen)dWlo O21T®). TVEWIT3
"AOMFIOMW @ODN0}HSID HODHSTMENHABV)0 GREZA00 LOATIWB®o
af) @IBOM). aN0.@RE3AINOIIT MOMG GRHUOVEBH] RMEEBSIGE (alaldlaflden)
QM al(@2OWIN0  DalCWIPNO|S)OW] HEOMILINHNI TMVEBEV®) o VAl
eoemadlomwlo B30)Gal0eel lladudlaf). GE@IMIG3 OMBE}AUOMMIMM)0 @RE3
a0OmIM) allwmeBUd oW, 1882-03 and. @R@3AUVOTIY Al(@oUlal00W]
)M (BN af)M arleslell Mleeowlen)s:®o BRERANOOID M)SHN)BW)0
0210®). D TVAWO aNJ.GRAEIAUICTIY B0} TVIMD EETMILNEHI oilaHad
©)al1»@la)). @RERZaOCOMINSIalo aND. af)@B. af)o. AVLIADATIVIo 5000-©3
@RWldho @RYB)HB)o MZOWIO)AM). @RAIGHE @EAIV}ES®IW GB0) 6NiloHa]
GQIEMORAN)o R aNd. GRMIAETIY BRWIBIBHEMHRIM)o GRAIAG @RYNA]

24

aloURIO®Y alDOMI®Y TVBHSIOS QfldIOTVANC @) 21000M)HOOMEBBB)o
mejaleo oM 1enesl® @RI GRM 1887 H»0LIV8ANG 2Ll
TeeH® avalailay). @REZaN0 DLIGHO BOBOMEWIEBTS TVRWISAI al)eileand
Sl@d @=RoMval 203 BlaImMoeIVIOMS BMMOLOM MVMAUWIBe)MM). Gloyeam]
WOS AUYE®] (2100100 ERYOVERIOMIWIo AQlo @RM3AATMS @RajOM
@RBHBaHla)). @M)Ll0 @RERaA00 BOBTMEALIBHMS MVRWIGLIHS) Gald)am).
D LAV @REGAOCAMINSIajo @YD BIBCINEWIL;T MVEVI@ Gal@an]
al. @MOW]HHU3 WOdBo PMBOWIO)MMIS e VAIOMMIEE MIMM)o &HEOMO
elleeo ruelad mlmmio allmMEBUd Q6MBIE:)0. @R@) MVaslHHIM &HFlWo
OO@IMIT @YO)o alEMV ROV BRGINIVOTMNYOM BeS By)Slalal. 803
WIS MLRWIGE GalBM@IM) GUdaHo, BP0} @YMWILIOHD, TVIMIGT
S000] QAUBOHO BatiSHA|ESMMBMOWVT AIM). 2N @O MOEMUOQYWI LI
DO} EaJouwd BEOoMORlend MVRWIGRISS @Idlaf) Gal0)a0M Glaldlaflaja
GOIHSIOSBH AUIBOO VOH®ROWV] LI af)IN) IO @RE3AIVOTIS @10)EaM]
BOBOMEWIHTT TVRWIEM a@Qalo MLl TVEOWN aflvdiala)). @RE®I
9SS0 o®OMN MANYM @YaldOE@BUE alLIMo MLIOINEMAN o DLIB:OTVE
@O@IM) MMWB@BN0  HBHISIHNIAMYENE ag) M) AM 12106510 @loyeam] ael
HO TVEOW MO BIEOIS) GaldO™)ailSla)).

B03OMEAIBM MERVICLISHB83 QAIQl GRE3AVOTIY @RaOM TVosNI
TWlajlsSeomogo 0IaHEBE8080 @OM @RM)EAIlal arldapmgeilad alan)o
80) Allsym@ G@RWIO)AN). RLIHO TVEROW MVoNITWI2] @ 80) GPM)W
a0Qljo @RYWI}IM). CHOBSOBIOM EPGIBOWIGHEI0E B3@)68E109)S] (I3
2J)006NEl0)aM D TVE MVYAIEUdAH (AINIBCMEBBUY CHHOBOBIM) al)OOI)
QIyailolem)mM@IM) @BYAIWIMOW EN@I®Io MTHAN@IM  @T3AUIQTTD
@R2OMOENN) TVOWIEN0 ag) M  1210861© al)eilcendsled mloyeanm]
@REZA0OO DRIH:0 TVEWIERIBE TUIlH:6lH9)HWOV0)aN).@PEFOOTIHM]
SFlalloMie ®H0ENIRILINWY ajemyRIailoomlo®io  @RoW1H:000aMM
MeI0l@d @RE3AIOTMS @R HM GAGIa|SHHI0MIBHIM @10)@0M]He)HW)o
9alT®). 1889-@3 (6N1a0AINA AfleUOG 2NO@EI MEOEM @ROM aRLiaila)
@UoaHo @R@3AINATMS @R GHOSOMIM ag)@MI. al)eileenosled ¢EROMVA
20331QIMOEIVIOM BMOAM WIICAMINW HEMBMIMIGUDaHo TV QilvoI0
MOOMEN 2] B)S;OT3 alolen®H®o M  TRINENGHW)0 §21QAIOMOW]
®10)all®008:)01@3 M al®@eaualmoclvlele aloynelvleno @OaMlay).
al@l. alo)nel @lo)eamlwns 6eBAIREMIWo ailunyeb Klallmano, aloemwl
@30 86080 @RGIAETMS @RaeOMm qLIWIMla)). alo)ael ®IE)eam] @3
QEIM @M OMIOMOSH]. 1889, R)OOLI 29-M @RGIAUOETMY OMId2 OM
@RYBLHOTM 6NIDAO0JEHOB HA(®IC|0TOMIWOW] (MleeIem 2UealeS)
anelleenoslad cRoaTval 208 31aIMIEIVIOMIIOG M6 1§ 0G2AH: @IS0
alo)eel 204 (101eWIsleIMilod®lo, &»Sailled 208 @ROMIMIMSIEWIM]
OMWV)o MVa0H0B2&®IOBG3 A10¥lay).

@alod5) 1M BOEM &S0 @R@AVEIMNS @OICAMIOW B0 MIRYEB0a0]
WOl 2)(BH)OBIV]0)OM). HEOMILIBHI TVE BREFAOOBD MSHE. af)aIMIGI
61OQIYIEN0 alBlMVAAIGCBUEBSIANMSS TLIWIOEM RMEBBUS BPRGGA06 I
80) @RBAUAIB}UMIV] BGEMBNIBHWIOIIM). 1912-03 @RAITVIM CBMIS)
)81 @R@AETI @10}EaM] ¢NIAIVIT @IB1H2OTI]. GHMY AOMOAIOHOW)o
@R@0ETLAIMOMIG MBI @] EGMS)BHW)o HaIT®). 1913 HAVAIQoMIA @RBY
@RY$21VI@3 @GR GOONMNIDWIMMIW]. aPdrLE: N0 Vuoloe:HlsMAano
BSIVOWEROU8 @RAV)RI0 &HS)OT 2)Bafla)). @OG TVIAOJONSHUB GRE3
a0H@® OlNIVIMAB @YUV (alcaiwdlafla)). Rlaicmos) oglsla] s
#0018 H1SaNIE)IM DD all®oal @RIV)EI0 AIRRLAE®IS))S] 1923 HAVAIgo
enId 23 (AIBOOOWIGE @IM BldHo Alalo)IN @HMY MDY GBRS)E6GLIDEE)
WO(@WOW]. @REEBOM NLIE:0 TVBWES CHO8OMIM) HAUSIVIG3 9612 @B
@) ©alMBMO00 ealoeilstmsss]l. @P@AEIMNS @I)CAMIWIONS BDM]HUD
0100 ©a10®)BAMODIM alemilo MMIMa|@B 008G HAI@IM)EUaHo

Tlie Discesan
(Gateway January-June 2025

®aVaIQoMIA 24-0) HOAUBIG MIMIRIGIAGILOEIW @RYVOLHEM S MOSB)
SHB)OS @R(U0)a)REVWINS @) BODMIBHUO100 HAIOM)UBRUWIMAODITI @RSE60
Oaldo).

1967-@3 NIDAOJEHOSB BBOTVMOWIHM BOMLAV BO@ GRAMIMICIVIOAMY
2(@93Gaoerlomo (allmlS 0@V (allDAd 6NI0AI0) CWIQI MUMBAUDla]
Gajoud 17-1-1967-@3 MLOAOMIMY GBANLIVEMIGE mielldaflajloyan).
MLROOMIEM MAilS)OOm HIVAICOMAIVIG3 B:05)BWO B:;lsaTlE)Im @G0
@10 @10)caMIWOS &HMIB &enB)allSlaj@. Msdm @railosw)amnzowloyam
QEIB0 TVEICVMBSBINS B0} CGWIWO &)Sl. GNOIWVITE RRIB:0 TVRVSEE B0)
eaael®o MIdailensmeam)e GRMIT3 @G3OS @0)eamlw)ns o)
cwoadla] 20gl quNdailevemeam)o ®10)@0mla)). allmls @RWleo @oaavl
ENOO® MO alol. eV eleom 20MYMS (allDAM MIOAUWIOS
B ElalM(ald000 GRGAOTIY @0)camlw)es @l0)cuwaHlajd>ud TITMIMS
emalcomdlaloal &miolad M) af)S)em Al olGs alemld:$lafla)
oM@ 21 BIACMEWIHAV GBANLIVOTIGRISH 20g] MUNdalesde)
QIOM GAINE MSalSIHUd af)S)d)H WMV, BRI (aldH000 GENId0eENI
B(B3OTVM HA(MICOLITOMOWOV0Y)IN BONMAMIBAOMO® anleilGajoa’
208 d®EWaNIGRIOM @10)EAMm] 1979 B&ESIMNIBRIMVo 7-00M TV MOV
001 @RE3AIOII @lo)caMIWes @0)cwaHla] OlenamAd HaVAZ” caolad
B0BCMEAIBM GRAVLIVOMIGE M1Bexla] B6nI0lE3 MuNdaila)). 0D GBI
LI0ODIG3 af)2I0aIGar0lo HAVAIQoMIA 23-M GRE3NIETMY 1@ W)ellcomy
©@10)cawWHS BOBMEQ|0)ANIUB HHIENBISIAN). ENIDAOYEHOBOMIG3 MIaN)o
M6 LIEla) BONIOMMEAEM @R@AEIMN 208 W)eilcwoms @loyeaml.

@P@AIMN @lo)eaml TVeYWE)cUME] AU8HOVWIEo allameasud
MVaola) 80) GUVaE00a1003MoeM. RIANMOAUMOIMo AUOO B0) BHoallaimi@
2o &¥lewsnglalmm M allmoal @REIATVERWINS OEMMVIGHHIBHSOW
all®0BHMIOHOEAOOEI BaUSOHUB TVadla)). GO @EAITLOMUDIOTVE QIO
DLIBHOTVBOHV MEMaslen@:W)o CILANENIBW0 OalQIMN@ITE @O (Al
2HMOENIRLMOTI0)AM). MDY OTIIMY0, MIBBN)0, MIPWEDTIM)o GaINEl MY
Rallma0elo MIAIM H218101F]2]). CGHOSODIM) a)OOD) alIVISOM)o tilaH
MO (AIAIBOMEBBUWE MSOM]. NoWELIdal)0o M@ GENIoHMNI AIOOW)o
mleelnemlo o@eNElo @REAGIHHWIORIOHBH BREZAOOMINNG (~IQIGOMA
FMWARIEBBIWV]. @Y®OETVAIMO aBQAo (aIWIM2IWV] @O RlaIm)®)ely
200 &0}V B0} B0 QAILEGIWI @RI @o)EaMm. @R
OMLNOAIMEEBUE MBS a], $)ai0CEIUIIBUD, HUWEOIWIH:UB, Gold) nIdWla]
@, agyaMcalenE B)aillmo)e @SlajadOmea|3AI0)0, @BYELIoNIA0TMO)0S
OWIORH BPOMINMIVWIW] (alAUBOD]2] Da0GAYEMIMIo DAIHVHWOISHE
Mo H:HH6)QI0M ©OBHVITE ElB:30ald(@ANAIW] GWIAUWVIOEI HDOYAN B
S8 WIaIHOMEOHEI TVa0IWo CGMSIVW B0}MWOS @REAJOTV@EING @Ry
M) @R@A1MS 208 W)ellecoa’ @lo)caml. @l0)CaMIOWE0OLI &:0)
M®)OS (Al 210001 Moo @RYVIGIENM c2alelS103 (alaldomla]
MLOMHUI MBS0V MI1EYAUOM MDYBS MVOWIBOOS af)M) (aloBONLHIAM).

Q

Page|6



@IMIOD® @Pa R
CHhUBHNIOM Mlelnilslo)o

aNd, GAWI. Db, af)o. GE20Q2

SFleom Alairve @RMAZE] ag)aM al(@06]1 AVanSle ajlen s sSlos
Q8O0 HL000)eMINS AUl 2l(@6EBU3 GH6NB). GHIFVED
BISIOHHLI0 BRHRIBAIWAS (aI3GUOM 200813 Alajldlenam ~il(@eaBElod
e6N26o 20(@o MAlleS aV)ailafleeyam).

80) OH0af)dh)S] B0) GHaHeMo 005! MMB) OOBD:B)o GalB3OI)
QIEWOS @RS)afla] allSlafldlee)am). H:6m)ds1cs 1T lW)o SO @RYUD
B0V BVIMBHNIW aBCMI HIS2IVNCRIVEN) &)5] GMIBNAD).
2 l@oed @eslenola] Bread of Uncertainty (‘@nmlmilooicoiond
@B aH6MO’).

QEMRO2OOM alSo MAIOD 08Me2dLilaflay Ml a00MOW] el
aNglenyam &0y &)slwyesmosm. @pslen)ole] The Unheard
(‘CoUWBHHO® GaldW®’). cMIBANZVM 2N(@HIOMIW ag)CSQIBS
o, (Edvard Munch) 1893-@3 aioaj The Scream (mleiailgl) agyam
GRIOG(AIMI MRV 2{l(@OOD 80322 QIO)o.

@PMIS1WHS MM 06N8) ManSld: 2{l(MEEBOS af)S}OM) Al0VWOIMSS
HO0MO af)2I0AUGHN)0 HalOFID AULHDAIMD)0. B0 (2024) BHESO
NG @OVo M@ MIAMVOCW@ -~ 20OV aldal15G8 WIERLOWIHAG
aneIndW BlMocmI0)o ABl2f)0d:06NEIBlEn MM eI IME:0869)Glaf)o
@RAINYOS MaHEBHBEH00W MY0}BHEMESIM) B)60M)EBBOBEN)Olajjo NAE]
MHOBHN)Olajo, MOOMECAYM QAUBOO HIOAUIHEMH;ILN0 D(TVOCW
eiled aG1ENMM &:)60M)EBBHBEN)Olajlo, M0 GAUBMEWINS BOABHN)o.
arlsy@slelo, GRUal(@le:8leno Mie)B)1B8lelo GREWIBMA] & oMl
Bgleljo Moo GeNI0oeN)EU3 AUBaHla] UBlUd}aO®Y MSTMYAN (VO
GO (AIWOMA(OD] OEM@IMYa0) alelB@s)o AUlOMOWE:Mo6M. aBQalo
635)0ilG8 BHUME OB BUBHD) HOAMMIAM alLIN®TMBH0}HSEAGTI
o083 ABaHo. 59 Gal@ AGla]). »)SlHUB DUBOOS.

DG [0SO M(TVOCW@3 TOIMPOWV] aBPMSIAM). HS@3 @RASAlleno
©Sa00mIeno 09y MWomBgleno arflvyam dloeavenda)o GenIdoM)&a)o
DMYaHUEOUWBIWIONS MOAN GAUOOBH)BHWINEMAT) ERVHTNIBBA0DY0
OMMIMYaO)R00)0 @RAIW)AN)ENIVAIMo. @RAIVYDS ABNBJ0 0 ))A
B98)0 M)OSHHI®MOIVIBIENEMo af)M 1B 2 WOW)o @RAUIB &HOY®YIN)
enE. MIENBYMIENEY Baldd:)IM 0aHYB-26)(HHW1M IRLOTIENC DGEOAN
@PAIMO. a)51B200)0 HAVRIBIVE]200)0 Alel &Elallen)mM® BamYauy
=laimealecelo.

ag).QWl. 70-@3 ROJTVEEIO MWVOETMIM AUEIMIGlEN AN B)EANANO BaOd
allmovoano MMd:)gl &6NE WYY (alQlaila)) alOAO®): “@R) &ORIC)
NAEIMBWB89)0 B)eIM)Sla flen)aMAIBEN)0 a0 B etiSo.” RO £)0)
M) HO8WIEM  NAElMIH800 (@108 @PAINeS 98slom o8s]
eno, mel $)Slafler)an GREX23 @PAIEYOS M00ISEBREIR)0 HOOD)
HO)®AN®. @RANPSWOEM HaHLNHB)o AlOOHTVENBS)o AUBHIHe)I
©®. WO AU HU (VVRLIHe)H. ‘BOANO® TVIaIMo &IEMAM
DMeHIEOUBIHE) a00 dhatiSo’ af)aM) Allé:mMSlalesdo @R QIHe)E>U3.

af)CGajoee®sleno aflem)&lgyam 80) ©00SleeaHemo @MV @I
OO} @R |M0EM. @O 2EENRIS @S)a [lB8HEMIOUE GeNIdoeNT aIleem
@900. BHOBOMILIN0 GRIGHOHOMANOSW)o MVIIROW] BN AIBHS)
MVBOBilHHOMIUIOD @RYUDELWYo BRMURIIM@IAN..

‘CHUBBNIOD® GalddH)an (Mlelailgl)’ Mmemes amsrVOBSHIHW &)
o®)anlel, $00eMo AOOTVENHSIOS MOMINo GalddAlaoMEEBS)eS

Tlie Discesan
Gateway January-June 2025

X0

a0 -amy
(A2
.r",.':" . "“ v eeET &
0e . = 5o

S
7
be,

RS
LS

7
o

A

8130200 2)9H0QN0 B)elo @YY BIMNY0 BHUBHNMMILL af)Eslelo MR
0lemo, T MEMOS &)EOMYEBRBIEM. AMIaHIEROQINWIHS AUOWBOM
B30 RM12J0I006M). MANELIBHITE MIOHS MID)o MAMOS H)60)
B30 HE® @PAITLOWVILING:)o.

nBEIeMH080VB1N0 HHILIOED®, UBlUaOMY GROJED® of)aN)
al0O®OM B0} GRIGHEM®ONN0 MA}BHILL. af)LId BadIMIOIW B0
MBHBOMIBNB)0 BB HAHUIGaIV)HWIEM. (AIMIMOIQAUMBB)o &laH
eMle8)0 HOTVMIE: AlMITVMEBBSIMENE. @RYWIW WIRCRIGOBHB)0 DS
Melsno0)o MElaHEMO0 OEIME GBISIB:U3 GMSIAN). AM)aHyR1QIM)
caleTEl HEM1D09)H9)QI0M8 @RAIAHE CMOREENEI? @RAIO)HSHWVLINO
©0BAUMBUY W)RLAITOMOIO)o, UBD)MVoANIBB®:O)0 TVRQOWIWWIB]HE:
8)206m). SaVIMYo B0} WURVARANLOD @Rq]|BHaHEMo O} Hslafls]
2f10189)IM 6l H)0)0M)}0 CHUWBHD Oa|Soo® mlelallglan)an
@RM@CIW)o BRHOIOS HOBAUCHINN o lSHUOMIEM?

- 0. afjo. 2l

aquM2any3o 9VSIV0afla] MaNI0I Y VAIROMA. HAW 4-M) NLIDO
LRI @RYAVNIMOD aldlud)EL GHICMILNBHNIMIIAUIVWINIV] B)S1B8690$ 2
msoml@ avl. alfl. EOWIMLaHIMA allnz)o GP@ICIWIV] afOHIV@
ewes alelle 3VMICMIDMIaje HNBEHIBBNIM. (WU L1a06]
ey D2]G3S] DEALIISMo NIV MSEEBICMINGE @Y AVVani3o &30l
AHTIANS] )M BNDNS).

Page|7



A Study about the Relevance of Nicene Faith
through the Trinitarian Interpretations of
a few Ancient Eastern Christian Theologians

Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip

The Nicene Creed is considered as one of the most significant expressions
of the Apostolic faith in the ancient Church, developed in response to the
Divine self-revelation in Christ. This summary statement of faith of the
ancient church, formulated even before the compilation of the Bible in the
form used today, is extremely noteworthy.

On the occasion of the 1700" Anniversary of the Ecumenical Council
that met in Nicaea in 325 CE and the formulation of this creed, many seminars
and discussions are being organized all over the world, to analyze and reflect
on the significance of this small yet profound statement of faith.

This study is an attempt to arrive at the contextual significance of the
creed, primarily through a reading of a few ancient eastern Christian
Trinitarian interpreters of the Nicene faith. Since Patristic teachings are
deeply embedded in the Biblical texts and liturgical understanding of the
ancient Christian community, this study may be beneficial for current
theologizing, anchored in the faith of the ancient Christian church.

‘Nicaea’, a name for the faith of the ancient Church and unity of
the churches

Constantine, the emperor who gave freedom for the Church in the
beginning of the fourth century after its persecution for three centuries,
convened the first ecumenical meeting of the Church in Nicaea (Today
Iznik in Turkey) to sort out the divisive tendencies prevailing in the Christian
community, at that time. More than three hundred bishops from different
parts of the world, primarily from the Roman Empire, along with many
priests and deacons who accompanied them, attended this synod held at
Nicaea near Constantinople. In addition to the finalization of a statement
of faith, this Council also pronounced a few anathemas and took a few
important decisions which included that of the time of the celebration of
Easter. “We believe in the Holy Spirit also’ was the only reference to the
Holy Spirit in the creed formulated at Nicaea.

The Creed was completed at the second ecumenical synod held at
Constantinople in 381. It was here that the description about the Holy Spirit
was added in the third paragraph. So, the Nicene Creed is actually a Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Creed and Nicaea is a short name of this creed as a
whole and for the faith upheld through this. Since the Nicene creed is an
ecumenical affirmation of the faith of the ancient Church accomplished
through the first two ecumenical synods and since it is upheld by the majority
of the Churches across the world even today, Nicaea stands for the unity
of the Churches also.

Trinitarian Faith prior to Nicaean Council

The mystery of the Holy Trinity was unveiled in and through Jesus Christ
and slowly, His followers realized the importance of this vision. Specifically,
the baptism of Jesus Christ is the occasion when the Trinity manifested
itself in a unique way and it is in this relation that the feast which celebrates
this in the ancient Syrian Christian Tradition is called Denaha, which literally
means ‘rising up’. As the Sun rises in the morning clearing away darkness,
the vision of the Trinity, unveiled in a unique way during the time of Jesus’
baptism, dispels the darkness of ignorance about the transcendent source
of life. Reference to baptism and benediction in the name of the ‘Father,
Son and Holy Spirit’ can be seen in the New Testament (for example,
Matthew 28:19 & II Corinthians 13:14) as well as in the liturgical texts of
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the ancient Church. Seeds of the Trinitarian theology can be seen in many
other parts of the Bible also. For example, in His farewell speech Jesus
says, “when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me”
(John 15:26) and Peter in his Pentecostal speech says, “This Jesus God has
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted to the
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and
hearing.” Acts 2: 32, 33).

Ancient Christian fathers like Ignatius of Antioch, Irenacus of Lyons,
Tertullian, Origen etc have written about the Holy Trinity which prepared
a good ground for the Nicene faith. The teaching of Origen who lived in the
third century had greatly influenced the discussions at the Nicacan Council
and also the formulation of the Creed in the fourth century. Ilaria Ramelli
by highlighting the coeternity and equality of the divine essence of the Father
and the Son according to Origen, argues that one theologian who had
tremendous impact on the theological discussions of Nicaea was none other
than Origen.' For Origen the unity between Father and the Son is a sharing
of both essence and will.? Coeternity of the Logos with the Father was an
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important thought in Origen’s theology. He defended the dogmatic formula
“there was no time when Christ did not exist.”® It must be noted that one
of the anathemas of Nicaean Council was against those who profess “there
was a time when he (the Son of God) was not”.

Nicene creed was not an innovative introduction of a new faith but an
amplified and more clear expression of a faith which was integral to the
Holy tradition of the Church starting from the Apostles.

Strange teachings which tried to nullify Trinity

Two kinds of strange teachings by some Christian leaders aiming to
simplify Trinity and to uphold monotheism emerged in the third and fourth
centuries. One type tried to uphold the unity of Godhead by negating the
distinction of three persons of the Holy Trinity and the second kind tried to
make the Son or the Holy Spirit, or both, just created beings not being co-
eternal or coessential with the Father. Modalism or Sabellianism is an
example of the first type. Adoptionism and Arianism and also
Macedonianism are examples of the second category, of which Arianism
was the immediate cause of the Nicaean Council.

Arius was a priest of North Africa who had studied in Antioch under the
influential theologian Lucian of Antioch, who used to glorify the humanity
of Jesus Christ and tried to explain the incarnation of God in Christ without
making Jesus himself equal to God. Arius and his colleague Eusebius of
Nicomedia, were influenced very much by Lucian. It was this Eusebius
who served as a spokesperson of Arianism at the Nicaean Council. The
Greek thought, that God is beyond change, is a very powerful idea behind
Arianism. Ifthe Son of God is divine like the Father, it was impossible for
him to become man according to this view, because that process would
cause tremendous change. So, for Arius, the Logos who became incarnate
in Jesus Christ must not be fully divine. In his ‘Profession of Faith’ written
in 320 Arius wrote: “This one God, before all time, begot his only- begotten
Son, through whom he made the ages and the universe. He begot him not
just in appearance, but in fact; by his own will he made his son to subsist
and he made him unchangeable and unalterable. God’s perfect creature, he
is unlike any other creature; begotten, yes, but unique in the manner of his
begetting: ..... But we say that he was created by God’s will, before all
ages.” So Arius places Son in an exalted position but still he is a creature
only. Roger E. Olson rightly says “Arius and his colleagues- the Arians —
affirmed a kind of Trinity made up of three ‘divine’ beings (Father, Son and
Holy Spirit), only one of whom is truly God. He continued to affirm
unequivocally in his ‘profession of faith,” that only the Father is without
beginning and that the Son, though a great creature who shares many of
God’s attributes, did not exist before he was begotten by the Father.”>. He
strongly believed that God is uncreated and since Logos became a human
being, he cannot be God and there was a time when he was not. In other
words, according to Arius, the Logos or Son was not coeternal and
coessential with the Father. For Arius and his followers, salvation meant, to
do the will of God freely by following Christ’s example and teachings.

Arius’ Bishop Alexander of Alexandria responded to this strange teaching
in a gentle manner and he sent correcting letters and gave warnings to
change Arius. But when Arius continued his teachings and even accused
the Bishop of unacceptable teaching, this bishop informed his fellow bishops
about this heretical teaching and tried to counter it through various ways.
It was an attempt to safeguard the Gospel as we know and believe.
Athanasius as a deacon under this bishop and later as bishop himself defended
the traditional faith of the Church. The Emperor Constantine also became
sensitive to this controversy brewing in his Empire. The Emperor longed to
see Christianity as a strong glue to hold his shaky empire together. So he
took initiative to convene a synod of all bishops of his empire to settle this
doctrinal dispute and to decide what Christians must believe to be counted
as true Christins. Thus, the Nicaean council occurred in 325.

The Holy Trinity in the Creed

There are three distinctive persons — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — in
the Trinity, who are of the same divine essence, according to the Creed.
The expression “one God” at the beginning of the Creed indicates unity
which avoids any notion of tritheism. Nicaean bishops deliberately inserted
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the Greek word homoousios (same substance or the same essence) to
affirm that the Son is of the same substance with the father or the son is
also equal to the Father in divinity. ‘Lord’is used in the Creed twice -once
to represent Christ and secondly to denote the Holy Spirit. It must be noted
that when the Hebrew Bible was translated to Greek (Septuagint) Kurios
(Lord) was used to indicate Yahweh. So, by calling the Son and the Holy
Spirit ‘Lord’, the Creed affirms that both the Son and the Holy Spirit are
equal to the Father in divinity. The expression “true God of true God;
begotten not made” used in the Creed to describe the Son, refutes the
Arian teaching about the created nature of Son and indicates the equality
of the Son with the Father concerning divinity. The expression “who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified” included in the Creed,
also clarifies the distinction of the three persons of the Trinity as well as
the incredible unity of the Trinity.

Early Eastern Interpretations of the Nicene Faith

Even after the Nicene Council and the formation of the Creed, Arianism
continued to influence people. It was in this context that many enlightened
saintly leaders of the Church felt the need to defend the Nicene faith by
giving further holistic interpretation of the Holy Trinity. The prominent
Eastern fathers who developed such a Trinitarian interpretation to defend
Nicene faith in the fourth century which is known as the golden era of
patrology, are Athanasius, Basil the Great, Gregory Nazianzen, Gregory of
Nyssa, John Chrysostom and Ephrem. A few salient features of their such
teachings are:

I. Teaching about the Unity in Trinity

Faith of the Israel in One God enshrined in the Shema, “Hear O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4) is fundamental to
the heritage of Christian faith also. Jaroslav Pelikan calls it “a monument
and fiery pillar of the primal creed and confession of the Christian Church.”®
Ancient Christian writers have taken extra care to ensure that the Trinitarian
vision of God is not polytheism. How did the eastern Christian teachers of
the fourth century describe the Trinitarian faith as monotheistic? Gregory
Nazianzen depicts this unity in the Trinity in minimum words thus, “for us
the monarchy is formed by equality of nature, harmony of will, and identity
of activity, and the occurrence with the One of the Beings which derive
from the One, a unity impossible among creaturely beings, so that while
they are numerically distinct there is no severance in substance(ousia).””
This description in nutshell needs to be elaborated.

1. Homoousia or the same essence

These teachers have used the homoousia argument in their
interpretations of the Nicene faith in different ways to show that Father,
Son and the Holy Spirit are identical in nature or essence. Athanasius and
other fathers of fourth century have argued brilliantly that the salvation and
Divine revelation available in Christ is valid and perfect because He also is
God.? Countering the Arian thought, Athanasius thinks that if the argument
that ‘there was a time when the Son was not’ is true, then the very
identity of the Father himself will be in peril.® He goes on to portray the
coequality of Father and Son by explaining the eternal generation of the
Son from the Father.

Cappadocians distinguish the uncreated nature of all three persons of
the Trinity and the createdness of the Creation. Thus, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit are of the same nature or essence which is different from the essence
or nature of anything created. Gregorios of Nazianzus and Gregory of Nyssa
explain the same uncreated nature of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Gregory of Nyssa writes, “Uncreatedness is a property Father holds
in common with the Son and the Holy Spirit ..... The Son is linked to the
Father and the Holy Spirit in his uncreatedness .... The Holy Spirit is joined
to the Father and the Son by the common property of uncreatedness.....”""°
Gregory Nazianzen has also beautifully explained the coeternity and thus
coessentiality of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.!!

Gregory of Nyssa says that though the basic substance of different gold
coins is the same gold, they are described as many gold coins. Similarly,
though there is the same human nature in Peter James and John, the plural
term ‘men’ can be applied to them. “But Scripture ....is careful to use the
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word ‘God’ in the singular only, to guard against introducing the notion of
different natures in the divine essence.”'? Cappadocians use ousia to
indicate that which is common and hypostasis to that which is particular.
Against Eunomius who tried to propagate Arianism they strongly taught
about “the three hypostases in one ousia” (three persons in one nature).
They taught that the adjectives ‘unbegotten’, ‘begotten’ and ‘proceeded’
can be used respectively to indicate the distinctive existence of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit but not to indicate difference of natures. Gregory
of Nyssa clearly says, “in speaking about ‘cause’ and ‘caused’ we do not
mean to indicate a difference of nature, but only a difference in manner of
existence.”'® So while appreciating distinction and plurality in Godhead,
they unceasingly affirm the fact that there is no difference of nature between
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

2. Same operation and perichoresis

Ancient Christian Greek fathers have also explained the essential unity
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit on the basis of the unity of
operation. Though one person is highlighted at one time, acts of creation,
incarnation, salvation etc. are done together by all three persons. It is true
that where there is only one action, there is only one agent. If the action
proceeds from three members of the Trinity, then the Trinity is the single
source of that action. Though each person is a willing agent in the Trinity,
each divine act is a single activity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Gregory of Nyssa, while describing the singularity of the activity of the
Triune God writes thus “ .the operation of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit is one, differing or varying in nothing, the oneness of their nature
must be inferred from the identity of their operation.”'. On another occasion
Gregory of Nyssa explains it thus, “We are not told that the Father does
anything by himself in which the Son does not cooperate; or that the Son
has any isolated activity apart from the Holy Spirit. All activities which
extend from God to creation are described by different names, in accordance
with the different ways in which they are presented to our thought.: but
every such activity originates from the Father, proceeds through the Son,
and is brought to fulfillment in the Holy Spirit. For this reason the name of
the activity is not split among the plurality of the agents..... Whatever
happens, whether it concerns his providence for us, or the government and
ordering of the whole universe, takes place through the action of the three;
but what happens is not three things.”"

Though there are three distinctive persons (hypostasis) in the Godhead,
according to the ancient interpreters of the Nicaean faith, all the works of
the Triune God can be understood as a same operation. The Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit have the same will and the same operation. By
“energy” (emergia) of the Trinity, ancient Christian fathers meant the
perceivable manifestation of God through operation in history. As there is
one nature there is one ‘energy’ in the Trinity. In other words, there is one
and the same operation for the Trinity which communicates the Trinitarian
life of God based on love for His creation.

The Greek word perichoresis means to ‘make room for’ or ‘to come
round to in succession’. It indicates reciprocity. Greek fathers used this
term to explain the internal co-inherence and mutual indwelling of the three
persons in the Trinity. On one occasion, we experience the Son at the
forefront and on another occasion the Holy Spirit. When the Son is
highlighted, the Father and the Spirit are also with Him. In the next phase
when the Holy Spirit plays an active role and is at the forefront of the
operations, the other two persons of the Trinity are also with the Spirit. This
is ‘mutual indwelling’ or ‘perichoresis’.

In order to explain this insight of the same operation and perichoresis to
modern minds, an analogy of brain, nerve and an organ of a body can be
used. For example, during a handshake, while one hand of a person is
extended to the other person, along with it, the nerve and brains are also
working to make it happen. Since the nerve and brains are working along
with the hand, without being seen, though the act appears to be that of the
hand only, actually it is a combined act of the three. Likewise, the Holy
Spirit and the Father were also with the incarnate Son.
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3. The Father as the Principle of Unity

Cappadocian fathers think of the Father as the source from whom the
other two persons - The Son and the Holy Spirit - derive their being. “God
is one,” writes St. Basil, “because the Father is one.” Gregory Nazianzen
portrays Father as the principle of unity thus, “They (Son and Holy Spirit)
derive from the First Being, though they are not after him. ‘Without beginning’
implies ‘eternal’. Yes; but eternal does not necessarily imply ‘without
beginning’ seeing that these Beings are referred to the Father as their origin.
Thus, they are not without beginning in respect of cause. But it is clear that
a cause is not necessarily prior in time to its effects; for the sun is not prior
to the sunlight...”'® Bishop Kallistos Ware describes the same idea in
these words: “The first person of the Trinity, God the Father, is the foundation
of Godhead, the source, cause or principle of origin for the other two persons.
He is the bond of unity between the three: there is one God because there
is one Father.”'” It must also be noted that God the Father is the eternal
source of the eternal Son and the eternal Holy Spirit. There is no time and
space between them.

In the third paragraph of the Nicene Creed, the faith is ‘in the one living
Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father...”. This
is based on the biblical depiction of the Spirit as ‘proceeding’ from Father
(Jn15:26). So the attempt to insert the expression “and from the Son”
(filioque) in this part of the creed was not acceptable for the Orthodox.
The Orthodox think that the double procession or the procession from the
Father and the Son presupposes two sources in the Trinity. They fear that
two sources ( ‘filioque”) would damage the principle of unity in the Trinity.

In an insightful study on the Father, based on the teachings of the ancient
Christian fathers, the Orthodox theologian John Behr opines that they
understood God as the Father or for them Father is a synonym for God
above all. But the Son and the Holy Spirit are together with the Father and
the Father is revealed through the Son and the Spirit. John Behr writes ,
“When Gregory of Nyssa speaks of certain continuous and uninterrupted
communion that appears in them (Father, Son and the Holy Spirit), he is
referring directly to the invariability of nature contemplated equally in each,
the continuity of the being of the Father in the Son and the Spirit — not a
“communion” or “community” between the persons, as the analogy of
three distinct human agents might suggest, and as is the case for the
perichoretic unity of the three spoken about much in modern Trinitarian
theology.”!® He summarises his argument thus, “The One ‘God over all’ is
thus the Father, made known through the Son and the Spirit, with whom he
eternally exists and without whom he is never contemplated.”"

4. Mutual glory and delight as Intra-Trinitarian Communion

Athanasius, Basil and Gregory of Nyssa give a clear picture about
interpersonal communion in the Holy Trinity in the transcendent realm also.
They come to this conclusion based on the experience from the historical
realm as depicted in the Gospels and some other Biblical passages.
Athanasius’ initiative to apply the declaration of Wisdom in Proverbs 8:30,
“I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always” to the pre-existent
Christ is insightful.2* Summarizing Athanasius’ profound Biblical Trinitarian
theology in this regard, Khaled Anatolios says “If communion with creation
can be a delight for God, then surely we have to conceive of that delight as
merely an extension outward of the intra divine interpersonal delight of the
Holy Trinity.”!

Focusing on verses which teach how the Holy Spirit glorifies the Son
(for ex. John 16:13-14) and how the Son will be glorified by the Father and
the Father by the Son (John 12.28), Basil describes mutual intra trinitarian
glorification and communion in his treatise On the Holy Spirit. Gregory of
Nyssa elaborates this vision of his brother and depicts the Trinity as a “circle
of glory” thus, “....Now the Spirit does glorify the Father and the Son. And
he is not a liar who said, ‘I glorify those that glorify me.” ‘I have glorified
you,’ says the Lord to the Father, and again he says, ‘glorify me with the
glory which I had with you before the world was.” The divine voice responds,
‘I have both glorified and will glorify again.” You see the circle of glory
revolving among those who share a likeness. The Son is glorified by the
Spirit; the Father is glorified by the Son; again, the Son has his glory from
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the Father; and the only -begotten thus becomes the glory of the Spirit.”??

This portrayal of Trinitarian life as a circle of mutual glorification and
interpersonal communion is insightful. This is helpful not to confine the
unity of the Holy Trinity to an expression ‘one essence’ or ‘communion of
nature’.

I. About Distinctions within the Godhead

The three persons — the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit exist
eternally as three distinct persons having the same nature and deep
communion. Though they are a community having co-eternity and co-
equality, as Gregory Nazianzen says, the names the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, as we see in the Bible, indicate distinction of persons in the
Trinity: ingeneracy / unbegottenness is a special aspect of the Father,
generation or begottenness is special to the Son and procession particular
to the Holy Spirit. “The very facts of not being begotten, of being begotten
and of proceeding, give them whatever names are applied to them — Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, respectively. The aim is to safeguard the distinctness
of the three hypostases within the single nature and quality of the Godhead.
The Son is not Father; there is one Father, yet he is whatever the Father is.
The Spirit is not Son because he is from God; there is one Only-begotten.
Yet whatever the Son is, he is. The three are a single whole in their Godhead
and the single whole is three in personalities. Thus, there will be no Sabellian
‘One’, no three to be mischievously divided by our contemporaries.””
Gregory Nazianzen’s line of thought is that since these names and titles of
the three persons of the Trinity, as we get from the revelation recorded in
the New Testament, refer to the distinction of the persons, these are not
interchangeable. But there is no separation between them in time, will or in
power as in human beings. Likewise Gregory of Nyssa also writes about
the distinctive nature of the persons of the Trinity in details and concludes
with these words, “the persons of the Godhead are not divided from each
other in time, place, will, occupation, activity or any qualifications of this
sort, the distinguishing marks observed in human beings. The only distinction
here is that the Father is Father, not Son; the Son is Son, not Father; similarly,
the Holy Spirit is neither Father nor Son.”? Father, Son and the Holy Spirit
do not differ in essence or nature (ousia) but in their personal attributes
(hypostasis) only. Paternity (Father), filiation (Son) and procession (Holy
Spirit) are such attributes according to these interpreters of the Nicene
faith.

Patristic understanding is that “each of them enjoys a personal will within
the unity of divine being and person.”? It is noteworthy that Cappadocians
characterise the Trinitarian persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
as willing and acting agents. For them the unity of operations in Trinity is
not an undifferentiated unity but a unity of the tripersonal distinctions.?
While describing the dignity of the hypostatic existence of the Holy Spirit,
Gregory of Nyssa says, “Like God’s Word, it exists hypostatically, is capable
of willing, self-moved and active. It always chooses the good and it has the
power that corresponds to its will in fulfilling every good purpose.”? Without
such an explanation, the description about the unity of being, will and
operation of the persons of the Trinity may be misunderstood as one closer
to modalism. So, what is seen in these interpretations is a uniquely unified
differentiation and a differentiated unity.

II. A response to the issue of gender discrimination concerning
the Trinity

Feminist theologians have raised the issue of gender discrimination with
regard to the Trinitarian language. The criticism about the male chauvinist
language of the Trinitarian theology in the book Beyond God the Father
by Mary Daly can not be ignored. A rereading of Ephrem’s interpretation
of the Nicene faith will be beneficial in this regard. It is noticeable that
books like Nicaea and Its Legacy present Ephrem as an exponent of
Trinitarian Theology in the fourth century. Ephrem while explaining Trinity
through interrelated symbols of Sun, light and warmth, deliberately links the
Holy Spirit to warmth. He has described the life giving and divinising work
of the Holy Spirit by using the image of a hen giving warmth to egg while
brooding over it. He extends this feminine language to explain further when
he explains the generation of the Son from the hidden womb of the Father.
In On Virginity he writes,
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Nicene creed which is the gist of the basic faith of the ancient
Church is a reminder to own this faith as an anchor of life for those
who try to follow the Lord. This is not just to be a ritualistic
articulation of a few statements of faith but a powerful declaration
of whole hearted trust in God by those who are dedicated to the
Gospel.

“Christ, You have given life to the creation by Your birth
that took place openly from a womb of flesh

Christ, You dazzled understanding by Your birth

that shone forth from eternity from the hidden womb.” 8

Kathleen McVey’s comment about Ephrem’s reference to divine birth
of the Son in eternity in various hymns is worth mentioning, “Although
Ephrem does not call God Mother, he seems also to avoid the name Father
when he is speaking of the hidden womb and hidden birth in eternity; instead
he refers to the Deity / Divinity or ‘the Parent’, ‘the Great One’ or ‘the
Great Being’.”? Kathleen McVey also mentions that in one exception to
this pattern when Ephrem does choose to couple the name of Father with
the womb, he also selects the title Word (Melta, which is feminine in Syriac)
to refer to the Son and develops the image using feminine verb forms. That
particular passage is:

“The Word (Melta) of the Father came from His womb
and clothed herself in a body in another womb

She went forth from womb to womb

Filled by Her are chaste wombs

Blessed is the One Who dwells in us*°

Thus, Ephrem seems to mix deliberately the gendered language in his
hymns concerning different persons of the Trinity and the Trinity in general
to show that God incorporates and transcends gender categories.

Relevance of the Creed Today, A Trinitarian Approach
1. Victory over Biblical literalism

Nicene faith seen in the Creed as well as in the interpretations of the
fourth century theologians show that these are faithful to a holistic
understanding of the Bible especially the New Testament. The list of the
books of the New Testament was not complete at the time of the Nicaean
council. Though Nicene faith was in the mind of the Church in the first
three centuries, it was articulated crisply when the Church faced a challenge
through narrow interpretations of a few Biblical passages from here and
there. For example, the Arian argument highlights ‘therefore’ in the verse
“Therefore, God has highly exalted him” (Philippians 2:9) to teach that
Christ’s exaltation was only a reward for his obedience to his Father and if
his exaltation was not by nature, he cannot be God. They use the same
logic in the exegesis of the sayings of Jesus like “The Father is greater than
I” (John 14:28). Thus, they were trying to prove that Jesus is ontologically
inferior to the Father. But the Nicene interpreters seem to explain such
passages in the light of a broader and holistic Biblical perspective of which
incarnation is a key theme. For example, Gregory Nazianzen says that it is
the fact that the Son of God became a man that makes it possible for Jesus
to say such a thing. Athanasius also observes that through incarnation it
was possible for the Word to do things that he was not doing before the
incarnation. Athanasius says “the incorporeal Word made his own the
properties of the body.””! Jesus’ close associates were slowly realizing His
divinity and they have poured light to interpret Christ’s incarnation. David
Maxwell’s thesis that the incarnation serves as a key for the Nicene
theologians to interpret the Scripture seem to be right: “For the Nicenes,
the incarnation serves as the hermeneutical key that explains how the Son,
who is above all such humiliating experiences, nevertheless undergoes them
for our sakes. The Nicene Creed encapsulates this way of telling the story
by emphasizing first that the Son is homoousios with the Father and then
moving to the incarnation ... That plotline is critical for interpreting all the
passages in which Jesus undergoes humiliating experiences.”*? If this key
of the Gospel —a God who suffers in Christ for the salvation or humanization
of the world- is missing it will be difficult to understand the Gospel. Biblical
literalism is an alienation from this center point.
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The Holy Tradition of the Church as expressed through the Bible, liturgy
and Creed give due importance to this holistic vision. Charles Jackson’s
observation in his study about the Nicene Creed affirms this holistic vision:
“The authors of the creed did not believe they were expressing the collected
thoughts of isolated individuals. No, they truly believed that the Creed
expressed quite literally the God-breathed faith of the Scriptures as given
to the church.”*

2. A Call to build a Community of Love

Practical Implications derived from the ancient Trinitarian understanding
of the Nicene faith are oriented towards building a community of love.
This is visible in the teachings of modern theologians like John Zizioulas,
Geevarghese Mar Osthathios, Dumitru Staniloae, Jurgen Moltman,
Leonardo Boff etc. A few practical implications based on the Trinitarian
theology which have the potential for building a community of love, justice
and peace are:

a. The vision of the Trinity gives an affirmation of the beauty of
diversity. The ultimate reality is not an eternal monad that disregards
differentiation. Diversity has an eternal significance. Diversity is not a threat
but the joy and beauty of God as well as His creation. But the underlying
unity keeps this from not falling to conflicts and violence. The initiative
today in a country like India of diverse cultures and religions, to go ahead
with the forceful imposition of a Universal Civil Code (UCC), may appear
to be good in the view of those who struggle for uniformity. But it actually
violates this basic principle of the dignity of difference.

John Philip’s efforts to develop a Christian theology of plurality based
on the Trinitarian teachings of Gregory of Nyssa is noticeable. Narrow
understanding of monotheism may bring about in its followers an indifference
or animosity to the followers of other religious traditions and lessons of
history confirm it as true. He says, “In the rigid monotheism, pluralism is
seen as an imperfection to be overcome because God is one and the same.
It assumes that the monotheistic God wants only one tradition to be practised
by all humans. This results in exclusive claims. In this context, the trinitarian
theology is helpful to formulate a Christian theology of pluralism.”**
Following Gregory of Nyssa’s trinitarian interpretation of Nicene faith, he
argues that a proper Trinitarian understanding of God gives space for
balancing plurality and harmony. How is it possible to transcend
Christomonism without compromising faithfulness to Jesus Christ? He
recommends the doctrine of Trinity as a solution: “The doctrine of Trinity
proclaims that while God has been defined in Jesus, God has not been
confined to Jesus. God remains, even after his self-disclosure in Jesus
Christ, beyond Jesus. Jesus the Man is uniquely the Son of God, but God
stands beyond Jesus. God, not Jesus Christ, is at the centre. The doctrine
of the Trinity is above Christomonism.””*

b. Perfect sharing, zero self-seeking and wholehearted commitment to
the common good seen in the Trinity is the ultimate model for fellowship
and community. The ultimate Being in communion motivates and inspires
to reflect and radiate this truth in human dealings. Life on our planet with
diverse cultures, religions, languages, nations etc. needs to be a reflection
of this supreme model of community. It must be noted that Geevarghese
Mar Osthathios who explains such a practical application of the Trinitarian
vision highlights agape love as the essence of God.** His Sharing God
Sharing World is a call to emulate this sharing and perfect fellowship of
the Triune God so that our world could become a community of love, justice
and peace. This vision of the ultimate ground of life is a healing light for the
illness of communalism, fascism, casteism and all kinds of discrimination
and fanaticism.

c. Even if the whole world does not know the perfect unity and fellowship
of the Trinity, the Church which claims to know and worship this Triune
community must become an ideal community after the model of the Holy
Trinity. The vocation of the churches is to radiate the glory of this eternal
communion. Worshippers are expected to become what they worship. It is
noticeable that in the Orthodox liturgy of the Byzantine Orthodox Tradition,
the chanting of the Nicene Creed is introduced with the formula: “Let us
love one another, that with one mind we may confess Father, Son , and the
Holy Spirit, the Trinity one in essence and undivided.”’” Bishop Kallistos
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Ware’s commentary on this portion of the Orthodox Liturgy gives clear
exhortation that love and fellowship in the Church is a pre-requirement for
reciting Creed and worshipping God: “The Creed belongs only to those
who live it. This exactly expresses the Orthodox attitude to Tradition. If we
do not love one another, we cannot love God; and if we do not love God, we
cannot make a true confession of faith and cannot enter into the inner spirit
of Tradition, for there is no other way of knowing God than to love him.”**

d. The Holy Trinity is not an introverted or self-centred community. The
Holy Trinity is coming out to give shape to a world outside and also to give
abundant life to it. It is not possible to know the essence of God but it is
possible to know Him through His activities. Actions of creation, sustenance
of it, giving fullness of life to it etc. are expressions of the Triune God’s
self-communication and self-offering. God is a sending God. Jesus revealed
that He was sent by the Father to this world and Jesus promised that he will
send the Holy Spirit from the Father (John 15: 26; 16: 5, 7). He goes on to
say that as the Father sent Him, He sends his followers. So, all communities
including families and parishes within the global community are obligated to
overcome the temptation to be a self-centred and closed community.

The Creed says about Jesus Christ who is the utmost example for an
‘other-oriented existence’: “for us and for our salvation came down from
heaven and became man.” Those who love him and worship Him must
also serve with such a humility and self-sacrifice.

e. From the Triune God, we learn that personhood is to be defined in
relationship and communion. Each person in the Ultimate Truth is not
enjoying personal individuality in isolation but in perfect communion and
relationship with each other. This is like quantum mechanics which is
famous for its uncertainty principle. In the subatomic level electron or proton
or neutron cannot be studied by isolating it from its relationship with others.
Zizoulas develops his definition of being as relational based on the relationship
of the divine persons in the Trinity. For him “fo be and to be in relation
becomes identical”® In the light of this profound truth, the tendency to
think of tribal life as uncivilized and postmodern life with extreme individualism
and self-centeredness as civilized, is to be re-examined.

The prominent and widespread consumerist culture today promotes
unbridled individualism and self-seeking. The very first expression of the
Creed, “we believe...” itself is an antidote to individualism. As Charles
Jackson rightly observes “The Nicene formula helps us to appreciate that
Christianity in its most basic form attacks individualism like antibodies attack
germs in the body.” %

3. Incomprehensibility of God and worship

Even if the Nicene theologians of the fourth century explain Trinity, they
are in a consensus to admit that God in his essence is beyond our grasp.
Intra-Trinitarian relationship is also beyond our comprehension. This is an
indirect way of admitting the fact that the human faculty of knowing/
comprehending is limited and that God is a mystery. John Chrysostom of
fourth century comments about the incomprehensibility of the Trinity thus,
“I know that He is eternal and has no beginning. But I do not know how.
My reason fails to grasp how it is possible for a substance to exist when
that substance has received its existence neither from itself nor from another.
I know that He begot a Son. But I do not know how. I know that the Spirit
is from him. But I do not know how the Spirit is from him.”' Basil
unequivocally says in one of his letters, “God’s operations come down to
us, but his essence remains beyond our reach.” Though theologizing is
possible to some extent based on God’s self-revelation, this insight about
the incomprehensibility of the ultimate reality leads to apophatic theology,
freedom from the tendency to absolutize one particular tradition or
community or theological claim which is essential for openness to other
communities, and also to worship which facilitates a transforming
experience of the Trinity, the ultimate mystery. “Basil’s treatise On the
Holy Spirit clearly underscores the fact that for Basil the mystery of the
Trinitarian Godhead was fundamentally a focus of praise and worship and
not just speculative rationalizations divorced from the life of the Church....”*

Reciting the Creed itself is also a liturgical act, an act of adoration and
worship in the Orthodox tradition. In addition to the meaning of doxa as
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opinion or doctrine, it has another meaning related to praise. So, Orthodoxy
is right worship also. Jaroslav Pelikan says, “quite early on, doxa acquired
the more specific meaning of laudatory opinion about someone, therefore
of ‘praise’ ...... From that meaning of doxa, ‘orthodoxy’ was construed to
mean the correct way of giving glory.”*. Perhaps as a continuation of this,
it is also possible to say that giving glory to the Triune God is the correct
way than trying to understand the mystery of God fully. Jaroslav Pelikan
goes on to say that “Creed is not in the first instance the business of the
professional and learned theological elite; if is meant to be prayed, right
alongside the Lord’s Prayer, as an act of adoration and worship ...”*

Conclusion

Nicene creed which is the gist of the basic faith of the ancient Church is
areminder to own this faith as an anchor of life for those who try to follow
the Lord. This is not just to be a ritualistic articulation of a few statements
of faith but a powerful declaration of whole hearted trust in God by those
who are dedicated to the Gospel. Faithfulness to this ancient faith need not
be counted as just fanaticism today. The fact that it was in the presence of
the mighty Emperor Constantine that the early Christian leaders formulated
this creed which proclaims that their ultimate trust is not in power or other
semi gods like money , luxury or anything else but in God the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit is noteworthy. The consensus regarding the
Trinitarian explanations among the early interpreters of the Nicene faith is
incredible. Their ultimate concern was not just a victory over their opponents
but the victory of the Gospel and the confirmation of the saving and divinizing
intervention of God through Christ and the Holy Spirit. Thus we received a
full fledged description of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity which can be
appreciated as a qualified monotheism. Those interpreters’ unceasing
contemplation on and devotion to God the Father along with the Son and
the Holy Spirit was not based on their baseless speculations and philosophizing
but deeply based on their thorough Biblical, liturgical and patristic readings
and reflections and a holistic understanding of the Divine interventions in
History. From this they move to the reflection about the immanent Trinity
focusing on the interpersonal relationship of the three persons in the Trinity
in eternity which unveils to a certain extent the amazing love and fellowship
in the Ultimate Source of life. This Holy Trinity is not only imparting a
beautiful vision of diversity in unity and unity in diversity to be emulated by
mankind but also an empowering grace to fulfill this vision. The Reference
to baptism and also the apostolic identity of the Church in the Nicene
Creed continuously reminds the baptized community to take up this calling
to build a community of love, justice and peace with dedication and
responsibility. As St. James mentions even Satan has a creed (James 2:19).
But it is the genuine commitment to holiness, peace making, welfare of all,
ecojustice, eradication of all dehumanizing elements and humanization of
society, generating authentic faith in others and promotion of ecumenism,
reflecting the agape love of the Holy Trinity that will manifest the different
nature of the Nicene creed and Christians’ sincerity to uphold this faith of
the undivided ancient Church today.

Glory be to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit for ever and
ever . Amen
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GRACE ATOR

Adoyful ‘t00n by Mike Waters

| NEED TO SEE
THE MAN ON THE
TOP FLOOR! BUT,
| 'L NEVER BE

\ ABLE TO CLIMB ALL

'\ _THOSE STAIRS!

WE KNOW!
THAT'S WHY WE
INSTALLED THE

ELEVATOR!

THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS
BUILDING

613 FLOORS

www.joyfultoons.com © 2022 Michael D. Waters

M

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. - Joun 1:17 Niv
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Benelux and France Family Conference Launched in Paris: The
First Family Conference for the Benelux and France region was of-
ficially launched in Paris, following the Feast of St. Mary's Church
Paris. The conference is scheduled for May 23rd and 24th, 2026.
The launch of the conference was marked by the release of its poster,
unveiled by Geevarghese Mar Coorilos in the presence of Yuhanon
Mar Policarpose, Dr. Alexios Mar Eusebius, Dr. Joshua Mar
Nicodimos, and Dr. Geevarghese Mar Theophilos. Also in atten-
dance were Fr. Yaunan Mulamoottil Cor Episcopa, Fr. George
Abraham (Jijo), and Fr. Aashu Alexander Mattackal.

Abba, when someone hurts
me, is it okay if I hurt them
back? It makes me feel

better for a while.

() o i \
~ Ah, my little one, No one heals himself by wounding
another. Just like you can’t clean your hands by dirtying
someone else’s, hurting others only leaves a deeper

wound in our hearts.
St. Ambrose of Milan
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Malankara Orthodox Church Delegation
Meets H.H. Pope Tawadros II in Cairo

Cairo: Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros and Metropolitan Abraham Mar
Stephanos were graciously received by His Holiness Pope Tawadros 11
at the Papal Residence in Cairo. The Metropolitans conveyed the love,
prayers, and warm greetings of His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews
III, Catholicos of the East and Malankara Metropolitan, to the head of
the Coptic Orthodox Church.

During the meeting, the Metropolitans delivered a personal message
from His Holiness the Catholicos in response to the joint letter sent earlier
by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il and His Holiness Catholicos Aram I,
Catholicos of the Armenian Orthodox Church of the Great House of Cilicia,
on May 25, 2025. This exchange of letters reflects the deep bonds of
fraternity and mutual concern shared among the ancient Oriental Ortho-
dox Churches.

During the meeting, His Holiness the Pope expressed his anticipation
for an upcoming visit by His Holiness Catholicos Baselios Marthoma
Mathews I1I to Cairo in the near future, in order to discuss the situation of
the Indian Church. He emphasized the importance of working toward the
common good and preserving the spirit of unity in the sister church.

The meeting was attended by His Eminence Metropolitan Thomas,
Metropolitan of Qousia and Mir, and Deacon Joseph Reda, Deacon to
H.H. Pope Tawadros II.
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A Journey
To Jerusalem

A Journey i -

= to

JEHI!SAI.EM

Parumala Thirumeni
(Geevarghese Mar Gregorios)

Thirumeni visited the Holy Land in
1895. This book gives a description of a |
physical journey undertaken by him. &
However it also contains the radiance of &2
a pigrimage of the soul. What is significant
for the author is the pilgrimage. In his
words: "It is not that we need a
particular place to worship God. We
should worship in Spirit and in Truth.
However, since 'seeing' is most useful
fo attain the perfection of the Spirit and
Truth, it is my opinion and so we exhort
that it will be good if those of you who
can make it, to visit these holy places".

Parumala Thirumeni considered travel-
literature as the perfection of things seen.
It was his intention that the author's love.
for the universe and his humanity must
be revealed through this. This
travelogue provides the taste of the per-
fection of eyesight.
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MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PUBLICATIONS
DEVALOKAM, KOTTAYAM

MOCN : 1254
Price Rs. 120

§ PARUMALA THIRUMENI

Editor : Paul Manalil

Translation of the first travelogue in malayalam, ‘Oorslem
Yatravivaranam’, written by Parumala Thirumeni. New edition is
published by MOC Publcations, Kottayam.
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Meeting with The Apostolic Vicar of Northern Arabia, Bishop Aldo Berardi & Geevarghese Mar Coorliose along with Fr. Jacob Tho-

mas - Vicar, Fr. Thomaskutty P. N., Assistant Vicar, Fr. Rinil Peter, Managing Committee 2025 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Arabia,

Kingdom of Bahrain on 01 July 2025.
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